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RESUMO 

Este foi mais um ano de mudanças significativas, em termos logísticos, na gestão dos nossos 

projectos em Angola, com a saída de Aimy Cáceres do país, à meio do ano. Contudo, esta 

saída foi de certa maneira compensada pelo envolvimento no projecto de Kerllen Costa, um 

cidadão Angolano. Muito progresso foi alcançado nas duas visitas que se fez ao Morro do 

Moco. Plantou-se mais 300 árvores - atingindo-se mais do que o dobro de um número inicial 

de 240 para 540 - expandido-se a capacidade do viveiro para albergar mais de 500 árvores. 

As três visitas à Kumbira tiveram êxitos limitados. Neste local, conseguimos criar um 

viveiro, apesar de os índices de sobrevivência serem inferiores aos do Morro do Moco. A 

iniciativa de educação posta em prática na escola da aldeia da Kumbira também encontrou 

alguns obstáculos. Tanto os professores como a comunidade adulta em geral parece já não 

estar inteiramente a favor do trabalho, havendo a necessidade de se repensar na mensagem 

principal do projecto. Para o ano de 2017, Kerllen Costa será empregado para trabalhar nos 

projectos, estando sob a tutela da ONG local, Fundação Kissama, cirando a expectativa de 

um ano mais produtivo. 

 

SUMMARY 

This was another year of significant change in the logistics of running our projects in Angola, 

with Aimy Cáceres leaving Luanda mid-year. However, this was compensated for by the 

involvement of Kerllen Costa, an Angolan national, in our work. Two field visits to Mount 

Moco allowed us to make great progress there. Another 300 trees were planted on the 

mountain – more than doubling the number from 240 to 540 – and the nursery was expanded 

to hold well over 500 trees. Three visits to Kumbira had limited success. Here we have 

managed to establish a nursery, although survival rates of plants are lower than at Mt Moco. 

The education campaign being run in the school at Kumbira village has also had some 

difficulties. Teachers and community members appear to no longer be in favour of the work, 

so we need to rethink the main message of the work. In 2017 Kerrlen Costa will be employed 

to work on the projects, which will also fall under the local NGO, The Kissama Foundation, 

so we look forward to a more productive year ahead. 
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ACTIVITIES AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

 

This year was another of change in the logistical running of the Angola projects, with Aimy 

Cáceres moving from Luanda to Lima, Peru, and ending her involvement with Angola 

projects. At the same time, Kerllen Costa, an Angolan national living in Luanda, commenced 

his involvement with the Angola projects. We would like to welcome Kerllen to the team for 

2017, and are excited to be working with him and the Kissama Foundation. 

 

MOUNT MOCO PROJECT (WWW.MOUNTMOCO.ORG) 

Two visits to Mount Moco were made during 2016, during which good progress was made. 

In March, Michael Mills and Aimy Cáceres spent several very rainy days focussed on 

planting trees, with a total of 180 new trees planted. A large new area was cleared of brush 

and planted with saplings from the nursery, and additional trees were planted among those 

planted previously. Aimy collected seedlings with the nursery workers to plant into the 

nursery. Then in late September and early October, Michael Mills, Ninda Baptista and 

Kerllen Costa spent several days at Kanjonde, just as the rains were starting. During this time 

117 new trees were planted, bringing the total number of trees planted to 537. The nursery 

was augmented with approximately 200 saplings, bringing the total number of trees in the 

nursery to 530. Both the number of trees planted per year and the number of plants in the 

nursery are gradually being increased. During both visits, areas already planted with trees 

were cleared of herbaceous growth.  

Based on experience, two visits per year are sufficient to keep the reforestation project 

on track with the assistance of the three (and from the beginning of 2017, four) local nursery 

workers. Visits are best timed to coincide with the start (October) and middle (January) of the 

rains, or as near as possible to these periods. At these times the ground is soft, making holes 

easy to dig, and planted trees receive natural watering from rain when they most need it, 

shortly after planting. From 2017 onwards we will be experimenting more with the use of 

firebreaks to allow forest to regenerate naturally, as replanting entire areas with trees is too 

labour intensive and taking too long. Firebreaks are best made immediately before the first 

fires, which usually arrive in the second half of May. Thus we will target field trips in early 
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May to establish and maintain firebreaks, to ensure grassland fires do not enter forests. We 

plan to use a combination of protection from fire and spatially-strategic planting of trees to 

join up existing islands of forest. 

The labelling of trees has presented some issues. When we started the project we had 

hoped to monitor the growth of the trees. To these ends we put labels on each sapling planted. 

However, we soon discovered that most of the labels were being removed by curious goats, 

tugging and chewing on them, so that individual trees could not be monitored. Two years ago 

we switched to using metal labels with wire to affix them to the saplings, hoping that this 

would deter the goats. Unfortunately this was not the case, as the goats have continued to tug 

on them, and in numerous cases have pulled the branches off the saplings to which the labels 

were attached. This caused quite severe damage to the plants in several cases. Trying to keep 

track of plants and keep the labelling system up to date has, in the past, taken up a 

considerable amount of time. Because the growth of the plants is more important than us 

being able to monitor their growth, and because our time is better invested elsewhere, we 

have decided to halt the labelling of trees. If a suitable solution can be found, then we will 

consider recommencing monitoring individual plant growth. 

Besides the nursery maintenance and replanting activities, few other activities were 

carried out at Mt Moco. However, with the planned employment of Kerllen Costa for 2017 

we will recommence the more social aspects of the work, including environmental education, 

looking into the use of fuel efficient stoves, and helping the inhabitants of Kanjonde improve 

their living conditions.  

The next field visit is planned for January 2017, during which we plan to plant a 

further 100+ trees. Further visits are planned in May and October. 

Funding for this year’s Mount Moco activities came from APLORI. We are in the 

process of drawing up a proposal for a further (third) round of funding from Rufford Small 

Grants to fund this project for the next 2-3 years. This year we have also been in 

communication with the Joint Nature Conservation Committee of the United Kingdom 

government about developing a joint proposal in 2017 for the Mount Moco project.  
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KUMBIRA FOREST PROJECT 

Three field visits were made to Kumbira Forest this year. In March 2016 Aimy Cáceres and 

Michael Mills visited the site for a day, walking from Conda as the roads were impassable 

following the rains. The main activity was to check on the nursery and pay the nursery 

workers. Plant survival rate was reasonably high, although below the 95% level attained at 

Mount Moco. 

A second field visit was made in June, when Ninda Baptista and Kerllen Costa spent 8 

days on site. Most work was focussed on engaging the community and running an 

environmental education project with children. There seemed to be some reluctance from the 

local community for this work, despite interest being shown when the work was first 

presented. 

The final field trip was made in early October by Ninda Baptista, Michael Mills and 

Kerllen Costa, joined by Kostadin Luchansky and Pedro Vaz Pinto. At this time of the year 

local people are preparing new fields for planting, and it was particularly distressing to see 

how large a proportion of the forest was being cleared, and how many fires were being lit. 

We also experienced poor cooperation from the local community at Kumbira village, with 

teachers seemingly trying to interfere with any educational work. 

The Kumbira project faces many challenges. At a local government level, enthusiasm 

for the project seems to be waning, perhaps because the local administrator does not have the 

necessary powers to establish the reserve originally discussed. The decision has been deferred 

to higher authorities in Luanda, and this is unlikely to yield positive results. 

We have also experienced resistance from the local community. A possible reason for 

this is that some of the educational work may carry an unpopular message, that people are a 

problem. We realise that we probably need to focus more strongly on what forests and the 

environment do for people, and how people can utilise the environment sustainably, and 

avoid talking about negative influences of people. We also believe that we need to offer a 

stipend for a local teacher to work on the project, as no teachers volunteered to be involved. 

Hopefully with a more positive message and more local involvement the project will enjoy 

more success. 

Two oral presentations were made about the project during the year, one of which was 

delivered at the annual Kissama Foundation workshop in Luanda on 28 January 2016. During 
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this presentation, Aimy Cáceres talked about the findings and the work being done at 

Kumbira. Various representatives from the Ministry of the Environment, as well as other 

government officials, attended the workshop. On 12 May, a presentation was delivered to the 

Science Faculty of the Agostinho Neto University to make students aware of the project and 

invite them to be involved. 

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 Jan: Michael Mills distributed the 2015 Annual Report to interested parties. 

 Jan: Michael Mills assisted Jonathan Hiley, PhD student from York University and 

working with the RSPB, with information on introductions, colonisations and 

extirpations of birds in Angola. 

 Jan: Michael Mills assisted Oli Yates and Ross Wanless of the BirdLife Global 

Seabird Programme with gathering basic information on marine fisheries in Angola. 

 Jan-Feb: Michael Mills donated his field records database of 12 000 records of 

Angolan birds to eBird. 

 Jan-Dec: Michael Mills was in regular touch with Martin Taylor of BirdLife South 

Africa regarding the work in Angola. 

 Jan-Dec: free copies of The Common Birds of Luanda were distributed to interested 

parties in Luanda. 

 Jan-Dec: Michael Mills continued to work on the production of the book The Special 

Birds of Angola preparing texts and sourcing photographs. Aimy Cáceres assisted 

with translations to Portuguese. 

 Mar: Michael Mills and Aimy Cáceres visited Mount Moco and Kumbira, doing 

some bird atlassing during the trip.  

 Apr: Michael Mills assisted Miguel Xavier from the Ministry of the Environment 

with bird identifications based on photographs taken during field surveys. 

 May: Sendi Baptista, Aimy Cáceres, Ninda Baptista and Vladimir Russo officially 

launched the book The Common Birds of Angola at the Kissama Foundation 

workshop for “World Migratory Bird Day”, held in Luanda on 12 May. During the 

workshop Ninda Baptista presented a talk on migratory birds in Angola prepared by 

Michael Mills. Free copies of the book were distributed to participants. 
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 Jun: Michael Mills provided unpublished information on Angolan birds to Nigel 

Collar and Lincoln Fishpool relevant to the revision of the BirdLife International 

checklist. 

 Jul: Michael Mills assisted James Westrip of BirdLife with information from Angola 

relevant to the 2016 Red List update.  

 Sep/Oct: Michael Mills, Ninda Baptista and Kerllen Costa visited Mount Moco and 

Kumbira, doing some bird atlassing en route.  

 Oct: Michael Mills and Martim Melo met with Brian Huntley and Nuno Ferrand, 

director of CIBIO/InBIO at the Universidade do Porto, Portugal, regarding 

collaboration of the establishment of a formal museum in Lubango. 

 Oct: Michael Mills answered a call for information on Angolan species by providing 

comments via the BirdLife’s Globally Threatened Bird Forums. 

 Nov: Michael Mills prepared and submitted an application to the African Bird Club 

Conservation Fund to cover printing and transport costs for 500 copies of The Special 

Birds of Angola, to be distributed free of charge to Angolans. The outcome should be 

known in Feb 2017. 

 Dec: Michael Mills started to prepare an application for a third round of funding to 

the Rufford Small Grants Foundation to support the Mount Moco project. This will be 

submitted before the end of Feb 2017. 

 

 

TARGETS FOR 2016 AND 2017 

 

MAIN TARGETS SET FOR 2016 IN THE 2015 REPORT, WITH COMMENTS 

 Plant 200 trees at Mount Moco. This target was easily surpassed, with a total of 297 

trees planted. 

 Maintain the nursery and planted areas at Mount Moco. This was done. Survival rates 

remain well above 95% per year for both plants in the nursery and planted back on 

the mountain. 



9 
 

 Continue work on the Kumbira Forest Project as detailed in the funding proposal to 

CLP. This was done, although success was limited. See the relevant section for 

details. 

 Distribute free copies of “The Common Birds of Luanda” to schools in Luanda. Some 

copies were distributed, although a concerted effort needs to be made to distribute 

further copies in 2017. 

 Publish “The Special Birds of Angola”. The English text is completed and most of it 

has been translated to Portuguese. All photographs have been sourced. A funding 

proposal has been submitted to The African Bird Club to pay for the printing costs of 

500 copies of the book. Printing is planned for April 2017. 

 Continue to work on the registration of “The Angolan Association for Birds and 

Nature”. No progress was made this year, as the government has reportedly put on 

hold the registration of all NGOs, which are seen as a nuisance. In 2017 the bird 

conservation work will fall under the Kissama Foundation, an officially registered 

conservation NGO in Angola. This arrangement may become permanent if all parties 

involved are happy with it. 

 Support The Albatross Task Force to commence work in Angola. The Albatross Task 

Force has delayed doing any fieldwork in Angola. 

 

MAIN ACTIVITIES PLANNED FOR 2017 

 Plant 300+ trees at Mount Moco. 

 Expand the nursery at Mount Moco to hold >800 plants. 

 Experiment with fire breaks as a management tool at Mt Moco. 

 Investigate the use of the fuel efficient stoves delivered to Kanjonde in 2014. 

 Distribute The Common Birds of Luanda book. 

 Publish The Special Birds of Angola. 

 Continue with the Kumbira Forest Project. 

 Visit Serra da Neve to continue the search for the endemic subspecies of White-

headed Barbet, not recorded since 1974. 

 Submit a proposal for a third round of funding from The Rufford Small Grants 

Foundation for the Mount Moco project. 
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 Work with JNCC (the Joint Nature Conservation Committee of the United Kingdom 

government) to submit a funding proposal for the expansion of the Mount Moco 

project from 2019 onwards. 
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