Dr. Louis Jacobs (read bios at the bottom of this post) and his team first came to Angola in 2005 and again in 2007 to hunt for fossils of giant marine lizards known as mosasaurs, first reported in the 1960′s, but they unearthed much more than that.  In 2005 they discovered the first dinosaur of Angola, a sauropod, 70 km. north of Luanda. 
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Angolatitan adamastor (forearm fossil) This new species of sauropod is one of the few occurrences of its kind in sub-Saharan Africa in the Late Cretaceous . The 13 meter long herbivore lived about 90 million years ago.

Exploring rock outcrops along the coast of Namibe province all the way up to the coast of Cabinda, they have since uncovered skulls and skeletons of ancient turtles, sharks, plesiosaurs and mosasaurs and other Cretaceous marine animals. (see photos in our Geology link) "The results of our fieldwork in the Cretaceous of Angola have been extraordinarily spectacular," says Dr. Jacobs.
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Angolasaurus was the first mosasaur found in Angola. Discovered in Bengo province in the 1960’s, it is the earliest known of the South Atlantic. Mosasaurs are seagoing lizards that first appeared when the South Atlantic was being formed. They reached lengths of up to 17 meters and became extinct at the end of the age of dinosaurs, some 66 million years ago.
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Angolachelysmbaxi represents the first marine turtle in Africa. An ancient sea turtle that lived about 90 million years ago, it was found in the province of Bengo. This is the unexcavated turtle skull.
The dinosaur digs are part of the Projecto PaleoAngola, a collaborative international scientific research program focused on exploring the ancient life of Angola but which also aims to work with Angola’s educational system at all levels to train students and create an interest in science. The rich paleontological finds and the tenacious scientists who uncovered them will be featured in an upcoming documentary  written, directed, and produced by Kalunga Lima of LS films, based in Luanda Angola. Click here to download a project presentation of PaleoAngola.
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Louis L. Jacobs is a Professor in Southern Methodist University’s Roy M. Huffington Department of Earth Sciences in Dallas and President of the Institute for the Study of Earth and Man at SMU.  He has served as President of the international Society of Vertebrate Paleontology, and in 1999 he was Director ad interim of the Dallas Museum of Natural History.  Dr. Jacobs currently serves on the National Park Service Science Committee Advisory Board.Louis received his Ph.D. in geology from the University of Arizona in 1977.  Before joining the SMU faculty, he served as head of the Division of Paleontology at the National Museum of Kenya.  He has conducted extensive field research in Pakistan, Mexico, Kenya, Cameroon, Malawi, Yemen, Israel, Mozambique, Mongolia, and Antarctica, as well as Texas, Alaska, New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming, Arizona and other parts of the United States.  Most recently, his field research is focused on Angola.  Supporters of his research include the National Science Foundation, the National Geographic Society, the Dinosaur Society, the Petroleum Research Fund of the American Chemical Society, the Dallas Museum of Natural History, the Fort Worth Museum of Science and History, the Institute for the Study of Earth and Man, and The Saurus Institute.
Among his publications are Quest for the African Dinosaurs: Ancient Roots of the Modern World, Lone Star Dinosaurs, and Cretaceous Airport, as well as over one hundred scientific papers and edited volumes.  His book Lone Star Dinosaurs received recognition by joint resolution of the Texas Legislature.  His awards include the Joseph T. Gregory Award of the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology, the Edwin H. Colbert Award of the Dinosaur Society, SMU University Teacher/Scholar of the Year, the Friends of the Texas Earth Science Teachers Association Award, and the Research and Publication Award of the Dallas Geological Society.  Seven fossil species have been named after him.  
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Michael J. Polcyn, an expert in the marine reptiles called mosasaurs, is director of the Visualization Laboratory and Adjunct Research Associate in the Department of Geological Sciences at Southern Methodist University. His current research interests include the early evolution of Mosasauroidea and adaptations in secondarily aquatic tetrapods. Research also includes application of technology to problems in paleontology. Dr. Polcyn has an extensive list of publications to his name.
